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for their hard work compiling this history 
booklet. They spent many hours sorting and 
reading through material submitted by people 
throughout our council. Additional 
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archive files. 


We hope your troop finds the history both 
informative and entertaining. Thank you to 
everyone who submitted stories and material 
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MESSAGE FROM JULIETTE LOW 


Dear Girl Scouts: 


I hope that we shall all 
remember the rules of this 
Girl Scouting game of ours. 
They are: 

To play fair, 

To play in your place, 

To play for your side 

and not for yourself. 


And as for the score, the best 
thing in the game is the fun 
and not the result, for 

When the Great Record 

keeper comes 

To write against 

your name, 

He writes not that 

you won or lost 

But how you played 

the game. 


Girl Scouts I salute You. 


Your friend, 


JULIETTE LOW 

Founder of Girl Scouting 
Ln, tie AUS. 

(1860-1927) 
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GIRL SCOUTS BEGIN TO ORGANIZE 


In 1918, Terre Haute Girl Scouts organized. The first Girl Scout 
troop in Terre Haute was organized at the YWCA in 1918 by Kathryn 
Smith. Additional troops were begun in 1922 when Mabel M. Wil- 
liams organized a troop at Booker T. Washington School. Bessie 
Brown was her first lieutenant. The next year Marguerite 
Henschen organized another troop. In 1927, Pauline Bartruff 
started a troop at the Calvary Methodist Church; and the next 
year, Mrs. H. L. McGurk became leader of another troop. Mrs. 
McGurk and Bartruff were to remain active in the local Girl Scout 
movement for many years. 


By 1930, there were enough troops to organize the Terre Haute 
Giri Scout Council. Helen Benbridge was the first commissioner. 
That year the first Girl Scout Summer Camp was established at 
McCormick’s Creek State Park, with Helen Annakin as Camp Direc- 
tor. This continued for four years until the park was no longer 
available. In 1933, certification of the summer camp by National 
Girl Scouts gave it the highest ratings. 


In 1934, the first budget was adopted. In that same year Charles 
Ray gave a plot of ground northwest of the city to the Girl 


Scouts for an overnight camp. A tile house was built to accom™ 
modate sixteen campers and there was an outdoor oven. The 
grounds were beautified and furniture provided. The Girl Scouts 
called it Camp Cedarcrest. The Camp was still in use in 1951. 

In 1935, Mrs. R. A. Archer succeeded Miss Benbridge as commis- 
sioner. The Dad’s patrol was also organized and a Leaders’ 


=: jes was established at the Girl Scout Headquarters 1n the 


Also in 1935, the first Annual Council Dinner was held and the 
Council prepared a budget to be used to obtain a full-time execu” 
tive director. In January 1936, Margaret Gisolo was employed a$ 
director. She served in that capacity until August 19, 1937, 
when she resigned and Miss Kermit Cochran succeeded her. 
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The Terre Haute Hotel Companys in 1936, through the Fairbanks es- 
tate, deeded 640 acres of timberland near Ladysmith; WI to the 
Terre Haute Girl Scout Council for a pioneer Girl Scout Camp or 
to use in any way the council saw fit. The camp was named Camp 
Helen Fairbanks Ijams. It was later sold and the income used to 
"burn the mortgage" on Council Headquarters. 


By 1940, the number of local troops had grown to 38, and the num- 
ber of scouts from 24 to 750. Kiwanis Club members were respon- 
sible for the building of the Girl Scout "Little House" head- 
Quarters at 530 North Center Street; the property was donated by 
Walter Talley and G. Edward Talley the year before. The Little 
House was dedicated in 1940. 


In January, 1940, Charlotte Burford, dean of women at Indiana 
State Teachers College; was elected commissioner. Mildred Jacks 
was employed as secretary for the Council in 1941 and was later 
promoted to assistant executive director. She retired in 1973. 


It was in 1947 that the council acquired 160 wooded acres near 
Poland, IN through the interest of Guy Stantz, and there Camp Na 
Wa Kwa was established. In 1953 and 1954, camp buildings were 
built by the Optimist Club, under the chairmanship of Ed Conley. 
Ninety-nine adjacent acres were purchased and added to the camp 
in 1970. The camp is used every summer for resident sessions for 
Girl Scouts. There are now a lodge with dining hall, kitchen, 
offices, and Trading Post; Towhee,; home of the Enviro-Center and 
Arts and Crafts; infirmary; shower house; swimming pool; sports 
area; horseback riding corral; and cabins and tents. 


In 1947 the council became Sycamore Council, with Mrs. John Hayes 
as president of the board of directors. The next year Jody 
Bankoff became the new director. Headquarters were moved to 229 
1/2 South Fifth Street in 1960 and to 710 Seabury Street the next 
year. 


The Covered Bridge Girl Scout was organized in 1962 with 14 
counties in Indiana and Illinois under its jurisdiction. When 
Miss Bankoff was transferred to Georgia to join the National Girl 
Scout staff in 1967, Betty J. Fry was appointed Executive Direc- 
tor. 
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In 1968 new property was obtained by the council at Effingham, 


IL. Wassatoga Lodge was built for the use of all Girl Scouts and 
adults. That same year the first council-wide Girl Scout event 
was held at the Wabash Valley Fairgrounds. It was called the 


Festival of Girl Scouts Together. 


From 1971 to 1974, there was general restoration of Camp Na Wa 
Kwa with tents and tent platforms, remodeling of the kitchen, 
refurnishing of the activity buildings and all new beds and mat- 
tresses. 


The new Girl Scout Headquarters building at 1100 Girl Scout Lane 
in Fairbanks Park was opened and occupied by the council in 1974 
on property leased from the city. The previous office, the 
"Little House", had been absorbed by Indiana State University in 
its expansion program. 


New programs were initiated, including a Spring all-girl Council- 
wide event at the Wabash Valley Fairgrounds in which 4,000 girls 
participated. In 1977, a new nation-wide program change was made 
for Brownie and Juniors, “Worlds to Explore". In 1978, a new 
Program was presented for older girls; Cadettes and Seniors; 
called "Dreams to Reality". 


The Girl Scout Council is funded mainly by community supports, 
program service fees, and the annual Cookie Sale. The strength 
in the Girl Scouts lies in the volunteer movement. 
-from an article in the November 11, 1978 
Spectator, by Frances E. Hughes 
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1935 


Daisy Gordon became the first Girl Scout when her Aunt Daisy 
Low, at the first meeting of the organization on March leth, 
entered her name on the roll in her absence. Daisy Gordon 
was Outraged and protested, "Why Aunt you didn’t even ask my 
permission!" 


Birdsall Otis Edey of New York joined the Girl Scout or- 
ganization and began the first of her 21 years of service. 
"Ma Field" as she was later called had been devoted to the 
suffrage movement and, after the vote had been won; chose to 
direct her time and many talents toward the Girl Scouts to 
"help train up a new generation of women who would be good 


citizens." Mrs. Edey thoroughly enjoyed the fun of Girl 
Scout activities. She also developed training programs for 
both leaders and those who train leaders. Among many other 


offices, Mrs. Edey was elected National President from 1930- 
129358 


The first Girl Scout troop was organized in Rockville by 
Mrs. George E. Broderick, Mrs. Guy Collings, and Mrs. 
Sanders. The 35 members of this troop were of all ages and 
called themselves the "Bluebonnets". 


Mrs. Benjamin Blumberg build a Scout Cabin on her acreage 
east of the city of Terre Haute. Camp Blumberg was the site 
of many annual Day Camps. 


Girl Scouts were unable to use Camp Na Wa Kwa at McCormick’s 
Creek because it was being use as a CCC camp. 


The Ground for Camp Cedarcrest was donated by Charles Ray; 
WPA labor was used in the construction. Donations from lo- 
cal firms and council members included sand, gravel, lumber, 
tile, and paint. Also through the funds received from 
generous friends, the cabin was paid for and completed. 


1937 Miss Kermit Cochran of Center Point, IN took on new duties 


1938 


1939 


as Terre Haute Girl Scout Council director. A teacher at 
Marshall, IL she had her own troop there of 72 girls. 


Terre Haute Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts held their annual 


"Burning of the Greens" at 25th and Wabash. All area resi- 
dents were asked to donate their used Christmas trees for 
the Twelfth Night Celebration. The group sang songs around 


the huge bonfire as Wiley High School band provided music. 
The Scouts were doing their part to keep the city of Terre 
Haute neat and trim by burning 2,700 discarded Christmas 
Trees. 


For a second summer, a group of Terre Haute scouts attended 
a two week outing and training course at Lake Maxinkuckees 
IN where they were taught sailing and boating at Culver 
Military Academy. Besides learning sailing and boating, how 
to keep weather charts, and other interesting subjects per- 
taining to the seas, the Terre Haute Mariner Girl Scouts en- 
joyed the social activities and dances through special in- 
vitation by courtesy of the Academy. 


1940 —1949 


1940 GIRL SCOUTS HELP IN WAR EFFORT-Area Girl Scouts came forward 


1942 


to do their part for the war effort by collecting books for 
soldiers, purchasing war bonds, collecting paper and tin 
foil, teaching knitting, weaving, and fire building. They 
also helped by studying maps, conducting first-aid classes; 
and by sewing for the Red Cross and the Bundles for British 
program. The Girl Scouts stood ready to serve their com- 
munity wherever possible. The Girl Scout adults also or- 
ganized under the title of Girl Scout Adult Volunteers for 
Victory in order to study defense needs and hope Girl Scouts 
could be utilized to meet these needs. Many girls received 
the Award for Outstanding Service for the many hours of ef- 
fort they had put forth in serving their community in many 
capacities. 


On February 10th Troop #1 of Effingham, IL was organized 
with nine girls from the fifth grade. The leader was Mrs. 
H. Luttrell and the assistant was Mrs. Ja W. Hood. The 
chairman of sponsors was Mrs. Fred Nehren. This was during 


the war years so the girls did many activities to help with 
the war effort. They learned to knit and made an afghan for 
the Red Cross. They had a used grease drive lasting quite 
some time. They had a Victory Garden and really grew some 
vegetables. 


Consuello Lodge was built in 1950 with the help of many 
friends, supply houses, etc. This cabin was used by all the 
troops. 


One of the early Roundups was held in Michigan and Lynn Lut- 
trell of Effingham Countys IL was the first representative 
from this area to attend. She joined with some girls from 
the Decatur, IL area. 


1943 Ad in Terre Haute Newspaper in 1943: Save your kitchen fat! 


1944 


1945 


1948 


. . . It’s vital for Munition Manufacture. Save all you can 
spare . . . Sacrifice rather than "Salvage" is called for. 
Save it’s for the Girl Scouts. These young volunteers are 


calling at Terre Haute homes to save you the trouble of car- 
rying your grease to your meat dealer. 


(The Girls collected over 3,000 pounds!) Troop # 4 of 
Deming School collected the most grease - 400 lbs. - and 
were awarded camperships. 


Mrs. Charlotte S. Burford, Girl Scout commissioner, made the 
presentation of the Blue Thanks Badge to Mary Fread, leader 
of Troop # 7 for her outstanding work in the organization in 
May 1943. 


Daisy Gordon Lawrence, niece of Girl Scout’s founders 
Juliette Gordon Low, christened the Liberty Ship Juliette 
Low, one of a number of such ships named for famous American 
women. 


Fifth grader, Anita Schepper joined her troop on a train 
ride along the Mississippi River. 


Brownie Troop # 11 of Effingham County, IL was organized in 
the spring of 1948 with Carmen Jenkins and Zola Reynolds as 
leaders. Ruth Brissenden, Mildred Boals and Vera Freeman 
were the committee. They started with eight girls but the 
group soon grew. They made a doll house and presented it to 
the hospital, an activity written about them in AMERICAN 
GIRL. They also made favors for the hospital. The troop 
later made a trip to Springfield, It to see the Governor and 
visit the mansion. This troop was very active and an out- 
standing troop. They stayed together until they were 
Seniors and most of them earned their Curved Bar Award. 


1940 


"Girl Scouting in Terre Haute is sixteen years young. Terre 
Haute women have given time, energy, and money as adult volun- 
teers for the Girl Scout movement. It was the pioneers in our 
city that first caught the vision and shouldered the respon- 
sibility of its early beginnings. It was a huge undertaking, but 
due to their determination and struggle, they were able to reach 
their objectives. 


First an office was needed; secondly a local director was 
secured. Then, step by steps a new home was built by the Kiwanis 
C kubik 

Let us ever keep the main objective clear in our minds, in our 
labors, and in our planning and building. That objective is -- 
the GIRLS." 


-from 1940 Annual Report 
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1940 Girl Scout’s “Little House” 

The first and largest project financed by the Kiwanis Charity 
Newsy was the Girl Scout Little House located at 530 North Center 
Street. The idea was brought to the attention of the Kiwanis 
board of directors by Kiwanian H. L. Nichols. 


After the board learned that the boys’ carpentry class and other 
classes at Gerstmeyer High School would provide much of the 
labor, and that different interested persons would provide some 
of the material for the house, the Kiwanians voted to pay all 
other expenses with money earned by the Kiwanis Charity Newsy 
sale. 


After school opened, the boys of the carpentry class began work 
on the Little House with their teacher, John Mayrose, directing. 
Labor unions cooperated by donating work on the house. Firms and 
individuals made contribution of materials and supplies; funds 
from the Kiwanis Newsy met other expenses. 


Hundreds of Terre Hauteans have visited the Little House with its 
attractive offices and council room on the first floor and its 
recreation roam in the big basement. All of them have declared 
enthusiastically that it is a great asset to Terre Haute and the 
girls of the city. 


Kiwanians most interested in the project have visited the Little 
House since the day they ate mush and milk for luncheon there. 
They have seen Girl Scouts meeting in their assembly or council 
room and they have watched them play in the basement playroom 
with its rustic fireplace and picnic tables. 


The Terre Haute Park Board has acquired several lots back of the 


house and is making it into a park. Furnaces will be build for 
cooking outdoor meals. Game courts are under construction for 
the outdoor recreation of the girls. A council ring will be con- 


structed for meetings in the open. 


The grounds around the Little House have been beautifully 
landscaped. When the part and recreation grounds are completed 
and beautified it will be one of the most attractive and complete 
Girl Scout centers to be found anywhere. 
-source Kiwanis Charity Newsy 
December 18, 1943 
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CHUKY LAU DANCES 


As I reminisce about my life with Girl Scouts of Clay County in 
the 1940’s to 1950, there comes to mind good times and bad times. 
These brave women struggled along with “lone troops" ~- namely 
Ruth Bond (Clay City), Sue Donaldson (Lena); Juanita Shearer, 
Kathryn Slack, Louise Lord (Staunton), Emma Jame Cagle, Esther 
Butler and Elsie Heffner. Marie Endicott and these leaders or- 
Ganized the Clay County Council of Girl Scouts of America. With 
help from the Terre Haute Council and patience from professional 
workers of Great Lakes Region, we wrote a constitution and became 
part of National. 


We camped at McCormick State Park, doing our own housekeeping, 
cooking, and working on badges, We suffered from poison ivy, in- 
sect bites, and snakes but enjoyed tree hikes; bird songs, games, 
and swimming. The nature guide at the park had trained a ground 
hog and we were entertained by Chuky Lau as she danced the hula, 
dressed in a grass skirts or wearing a granny sunbonnet and white 
apron she rocked and rocked and rocked and that animal ate at her 
Own table with faultless manners. 


Puella Rosas a daily scandal sheet was published by two scouts, 
Mary Ann Hayward and Joanna Loveall. They later became leaders 
in their own right. 


Marie Endicott and Frances Hayward attended the 18th Convention 
of the Great Lakes Region Girl Scouts, at the Sckroeder Hotel; 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin November 13 and 14, 19464. From Terre Haute 
it took us all day by train to get there. We were served 
Sauerkraut at every meal, even for breakfast, ugh! Four leaders 


attended the next year. 


1e 


Frances Hayward was married to Ernest Hayward on June 14th. 
Since we were camping on that anniversary date; the scouts 
renewed my marriage ceremony. Dressed in lace curtains, I was 
seated on a chair throne "as queen for a day". Decorations were 
Newspapers, wild flowers and weeds. Cooking and baking utensils 


furnished sweet music. But alas! I have forgotten who played the 
groom and minister. 


Many troops were sponsored by various churches and every year 


in 
March the scouts in their uniforms attended services. Sometimes 
we presented Colors, sang a scout song and put on a program. We 


also had church gatherings for food and fellowship and presenta- 
tion of badges. Several girls earned curved bars. 


We sold Girl Scout cookies at 50 cents a box, 
Forest Park in Brazil and also at 
parades, etc. 


held day camps at 
Camp Rotary; marched in 


Administration plans changed and we finally became members of the 


And now the Sycamore Coun- 
Professional leader- 
is always ready to help and I hope the organization provides 
fun and training in the new kind of life. 


-submitted by Frances Hayward 


Terre Haute Girl Scout Council, Inc. 


cil encompasses more territory and girls. 
ship 
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The Meadow Lark Girl Scout Troop # 4 of the Brazil First 
Methodist Church was organized in 1945. The troop met at the 
First Methodist Church and worked on badges and planned various 
activities. There were four troops at that time, three in 
Brazil, and one in Clay City. We met at various churches for 
Scout programs and investiture services. 


The troop participated in the first daytime camp held at Forest 
Park in July, 1946. There were 135 Girl Scouts who attended 
along with their leaders and some parents who helped in various 
ways. Other weekly camping was at Camp Na Wa Kwa, McCormick’s 
Creek State Park; and in later years at Girl Scout Camp Na Wa 
Kwa, Poland, IN. 


Troop # 4 toured Brazil City Hall, the Fire Department and BRAZIL 
DAILY TIMES as well as other places. While at City Hall, they 
were locked in the City jail by Jim Dierdorff who was Fire Chief. 
A good time was had by all. 


They also had overnight camping trips at the old building of Camp 
Rotary. One morning we woke to prepare breakfast and found the 
leaders’ unmentionables flying on the flag pole. 


The troop had an old fashioned hay ride on a large wagons pulled 
by spirited horses, driven by Ote Modesitt,;, of Brazil. The 
girl’s boy friends, and leaders were taken to the new Camp Rotary 
and there enjoyed a weiner roast prepared by Bert Morlan and 
Seibert Slack. 


The girls participated in Pen Pals and at one time sent gifts to 
a troop in Holland. One member, Patsy Moran, continued writing 
to her pal in Holland and in later years was visited by her. 
Most of the members became Senior Girl Scouts and members were 
also added during the years. 


A Troop leader club was formed and later Miss Jean Ingle af 
Chicagos a field advisor of Region VII came for the purpose of 
Organizing a Clay County Girl Scout Council. Mrs. Marie Endicott 
was the first president of the Council. 


In 1947, the first annual dinner meeting was held at the 
Methodist Church with Mrs. Marie Endicott presiding. Reports 
were given by the Girl Scout Executives and troop leaders. At 
this time there were 13 troops with 192 members and more troops 
were in the process of being formed. 


The time spent in Scouting was enjoyable and good training for 


the girls who worked hard but played hard also. 
-submitted by Mrs. Kathryn Slack, leader 
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CAMP NA WA KWA 


"This is the story of what can be accomplished by a group of 
public spirited citizens when they actually see the need for such 
a thing as a Girl Scout camp. Congratulations must be extended 
to the Terre Haute Noon Optimist Club, trade unions, the Girl 
Scouts, Girl Scout Leaders, and Girl Scout Board of Directors, 
Guy Stantz, and Ed Conley; and to the other fine organizations 
who donated their time, equipment, and money to make this dream 
of the Terre Haute and vicinity Girl Scouts come true." - Colonel 
Kermit Cochran 


To begin our story, we have to go back to 1945. During a 
train ride, Guy Stantz mentioned to Mr. & Mrs. Ben Blumberg 
the fact that the Girl Scouts needed a camp. The Blumberg’s 


were very interested in helping. Mr. Stantz searched for 
potential camp acreage. He found 130 acres of wooded land 
with a creek in Poland, IN. After the title was brought up 


to date, Mr. Blumberg purchased the ground that later became 
Camp Na Wa Kwa. 


The primitive camp ground was used by troops for the next 
nine years. Early in 1953, Ed Conley and the Noon Optimist 
Club decided it was time the business men of Terre Haute 
should help the girls raise the necessary funds to build 
cabins and needed buildings at camp. 


A variety of money raising activities were conducted. Plans 
included bake sales, style shows, rummage sales, and door to 
door “porch light walks". When all the efforts were com- 


bined, $84,000 had been raised. In additions, much labor and 
machinery use was donated. 


In July 1953, construction of 14 permanent buildings was 
begun. Wells had to be drilled; also a lake was built. (The 
lake is called Guy Stantz Lake.) Care was taken to 


landscape the camp by planting trees and shrubs around the 
grounds. 


Through the efforts of many; Camp Na Wa Kwa was completed. 
Since 1953; close to 16,000 girls have visited camp. Girls 
attend resident camp every summer--they now have horses to 
ride, a nice swimming pool, and a wonderful time for a week 
or two. I urge you to go to camp. Drive to Poland this af- 
ternoon and see lovely Camp Na Wa Kwa. 
-taken from story written by Ed 
Conley & submitted by "Ranger 
Joe" Conley 
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1950 


1951 


1954 


Girl Scouts of Terre Haute’s Thornton School prepared bags 
of clothing and school supplies to be sent to children in 
foreign countries as part of the Girl Scout national 
program. 


Several fund raisers were carried out for the benefit of the 
new Camp Na Wa Kwa near Poland, IN. Wright’s Merry-Go-Round 
of Magic held a special show with the proceeds going to the 
camp. The Orpheum Theater in Terre Haute offered the scouts 
a percentage of the proceeds of a week’s showing of Frank 
Capra’s "You Can’t Take It With You." 


Terre Haute’s Davis Park Troop # 9 sold the most boxes of 
cookies council-wide: 1,257 boxes; with Denita Anderson 
selling 171 boxes. 


When she was a Brownie; Cathy Hall, now a troop leader in 
Casey, IL, learned how to make a present suitable for 
Mother’s Day by dotting a mason jar with various colors of 
oil paint and then dipping the jar in water. This same 


scout ate her first S’more that year and hated it! 


Girl Scout, Sharon Welliver,; now a troop leader in Marshall, 
IL, was one of the scouts who attended the lst year of resi- 
dent camp at Na Wa Kwa. She ate Hobo Stew cooked over an 
open fire at 8:30 p.m. one night. 


When now Casey IL troop leader, Kathy Newlin attended Na Wa 
Kwa as a girl, she broke her toe in the pool. Her group had 
planned to spend the night in the Pines and they carried her 
there so she could be with them. 


16 


1959 Becky Crosby of Roachdale, member of Troop # 189 was one of 
lé girls from the Sycamore Girl Scout Council chosen to at- 
tend the Senior Girl Scout Roundup being held in Colorado. 


Camp Maumee - This camp near Youngstown, south of Terre 
Haute was primarily a troop camp site and could be used at 
any time of the year, except for one week when it was used 
aS an intermediate day camp. Shelters were provided and all 
necessary equipment was available to enable troops to carry 
out a good program. 


The seven members of Girl Scout Troop # 26 of St. Margaret 
Mary School in Terre Haute received the coveted Marian Award 
for superior achievement in an impressive ceremony held in 
Indianapolis conducted by Archbishop Paul C. Schulte. The 
girls were: Jane Helms, Nancy Grover, Patty Evingers 
Theresa Luken, Patty McQuade, Vicki Shelton, and Janyth 


Ala 
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CEO 1969 


1960 to 1963 This three year period was called the 


"Birthday Years" during which two important anniver— 


saries were celebrated. October 31, 1960 marked 


the 


100th anniversary of the birth of Juliette Gordon Low. 
March 12, 1962 marked the 50th year of Girl Scouting. 


1961 Girl Scout Troop # 10 of the Booker T. Washington 
School in Terre Haute celebrated the 25th anniversary 


af its founding. Troop # 10 was organized 


by 


Mrs. 


Daisy Hood in 1936. She had been the troop sponsor for 
25 years. Mrs. Jane Shackelford was the first leader 


for the 23 charter members. 


The Hoosier Capital Girl Scout Council which 


Marion; Boones Hancock, Hendricks; and 
counties honored Linda Patterson Gray with the 
Bar Rank. 


includes 
Hamilton 
Curved 


1962 Troop # 212 of Davis Park in Terre Haute visited 
Chicago and all of its museums and other wonderful 


sites. 


1963 Janet Rumbley and her Senior Scouts held their second 
scout camp at McCormick’s Creek State Park. It was an 


enjoyable three day experience. 


Marshall, IL Girl Scouts Doris Gentry and Duchess 


Leitch hitched up Duchess’ black and white pony 


to a 


cart and went up and down the streets selling Girl 


Scout cookies. 


Troop # 159 spent three days at McCormick‘s Creek State 


Park’s Outpost campsite. They cooked on open 


fires; 


swam, went horseback riding, hiking, and played tennis. 


Girls in Newtons IL could now enjoy the fun of Girl 


Scouting when the first troop was organized. 
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1964 Senior Girl Scouts of Mattoon, IL enjoyed a three- 
day outing at Fox Ridge State Park, including sleeping 


in tents, preparing campfire meals, hikes, and bird 
study. 

Brazil, IN Girl Scouts sent a tulip tree, the Indiana 
State tree, to a troop in Brasilia, South America as a 
gesture of good will. The tree was planted in front of 


the Girl Scout headquarters during a ceremony televised 
over all of Brazil. 


Marshall, IL Senior Troop, guided by Jane Acton and Ann 
Zshau,;, earned enough money by bake sales, car washes, 
and cookie sales to go to Chicago for the weekend. 
They traveled by train from Terre Haute to Chicago and 


stayed at the Palmer House. They went to Chinatown, 
The Museum of Science and Industry, the Shedd Aquarium, 
Sears Tower and much more. They saw a stage play; "How 
to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying" and ate 


Supper at the Black Hawk Restaurant. They also managed 
to fit in some time to go shopping. 


Greencastle Troop # 358 which was formed from the girls 
of three separate troops, enjoyed a very successful and 
happy year with an excellent attitude of cooperative- 
ness and tolerance for each other. As a climax to 
their first year together the scouts planned a trip to 
Washington D C and the National Girl Scout Camp at 
Rockwood, MD. They left on Memorial Day aboard a Pen- 
nsylvania train hoping to visit as many historical 
sites as their feet and pocketbooks could carry them. 
They earned the funds for the trip selling calendars, 
nuts, popcorn; candy, and cookies. Each girl worked to 
pay her own personal expenses by doing housework, baby- 
Sitting, or other types of odd jobs. 


Twenty two girls from Covered Bridge Girl Scout Council 
attended the Senior Scout Roundup. This was the last 


one held as costs became excessive. 


Brownie Troop # 44 flew from Decatur, IL to the Coles 
County Airport aboard an Ozark airplane. 
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1966 


"I know a songs and it wants to be sung. Come follow 
the piper!" This was the theme song of the National 
Girl Scout Convention and it was sung by film star and 
Girl Scout leader Debbie Reynolds, the Honorary Na- 
tional Piper. This three year membership project was 
designed to hold girls who were already scouts and to 
attract many more girls and adults to Girl Scouting. 
The Piper song and membership goals were echoed at the 
Council level. Mrs. David McNair of Paris, IL was 
named local "Pied Piper". 


The God and Community Award, the highest award bestowed 
by the Protestant faith to a scout, was earned by Sally 
Letner of Mattoon. 


Local Terre Haute artist, Mrs. Mabel Williams, donated 
a water color of a Parke County Covered Bridge to 
Covered Bridge Girl Scout Council. 


A Christmas pageant was performed by both Girl and Bay 
Scouts in Effingham; ; IL to thank the community for 
their support. 


Mrs. Arthur Cooper received the Thanks Badge. She had 
been serving as a Coles County Neighborhood Chairman 
for five years. 


Joyce Hammond of Greencastle, IN President of the 
Senior Planning Board was selected as one of 105 Senior 
Girl Scouts from throughout the United States to attend 
an all-states encampment held at Nantahala National 


Forest, NC. The encampment affords Senior Girl Scouts 
opportunities to be responsible for their own leader- 
ship, utilize previous learnings in realistic situa- 
tions, and develop program from each other and the 


Natural environment. 
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1967 Troop # 360 enjoyed a 10 day canoe trip traveling 50 


miles in Northern Minnesota. They had earned and saved 
money 4 years to finance their trip. 


Twenty-eight girls of Troop # 442 spent a weekend at 
Fox Ridge State Park near Charleston, LEF The troop 
ate meals cooked over an open fire, enjoyed nature 
study, learned knots and lashing, and first aid. 


Terre Haute Girl Scout Niki Deckelmeir was selected to 
attend the Senior Scout Conference held by the Fair 
Winds Girl Scout Council in Flint Michigan. The pur- 
pose of the conference was to extend each scout’s 
knowledge of "Folklore for the Arts". 


"Glamour Day" was held at Eastern Illinois University’s 
Union Building. Three hundred forty Cadette Scouts at- 
tended the program where the use of cosmetics, dif- 
ferent hairstyles, current fashions, proper table man- 
ners, and good posture was explained to the girls. 
Mrs. Walt Sanders was the Chairman of the Glamour Day. 


The SSth Anniversary of Girl Scouting was celebrated in 
Rockville, IN with a Mother-Daughter Banquet held by 
four Girl Scout troops from Rockville and three troops 
from Rosedale. 


Linton, IN troop leaders Mrs. Robert McShane and Mrs. 
William Haseman, attended the Adult Girl Scout Leaders’ 
Conference held at "Our Cabana" in Cuernavaca in the 
state of Morelos, Mexico. 


Girl Scout Week was celebrated in Effingham County; TL 


with the Mother-Daughter Banquet. "It was such a 
thrill to see the scouts with their mothers and/or 
aunts or grandmothers all seated together, sharing a 
wonderful evening of food and fellowship. The beauti- 
ful decorations were a tribute to their creativity and 
skills. It was a joy to see their eyes as they 
received their awards for a job well done. The ban- 


quets seem to get bigger and better every year." 
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1968 More than 4,000 Girl Scouts from 200 troops in the 
Covered Bridge Girl Scout Council presented the Fes- 
tival of Girl Scouts Together. Festival themes were 
focused on the individual troops on-going program; with 
the girls themselves making suggestions as to what they 


wanted to do for the festival. The festival program 
themes were carried out through a wide variety of 
ideas. including community service projects. All areas 


in the Council’s 14 county jurisdiction in IN and IL 
were represented. 

-Troop # 335, Greencastle, IN made foreign sweets and 
displayed the American-Spanish picture books they made 
for Columbian school children. 

-Troop ## e217, Cayuga, IN as their community project 
served as Candy Stripers at the Vermillion County Home 
in Hillsdale. 

=Troopx # " 247., & 1# 187, Charleston, IL shared their 
knowledge of knots. 

-Troop # 439, Paris, IL featured a "Sidewalk Art Show 
in Gay Paree". 


Senior Speakout is planned. Senior Scouts and their 
friends get together to talk about their world and how 
to achieve a better understanding among all girls. 


h Cappy 
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CUROPE OR BUST... 


belonged to a Senior Girl Scout Troop when I was in high 
Lees The troop number eludes me. The leader was the 
speech and English teacher Juanita Shearer. Her assistant 
was Anita Sherfey. 


Members of the troop were Linda Shobe, Linda Shearer, Carol 
Coughanour, Sally Loveall, Lyle Johnson, Martha Jenkins, 
Nancy Lawson, Nancy Edwards, and Diane Sherfey. It seems 


there was one or two others but that is the best my memory 
can do after 27 years. 


We did not work for badges in the troop but we traveled a 
Lots Our leader felt that we should be exposed to cultural 
experiences that were not available in Clay County. 


Qur first trip was to Indianapolis. We spent the night at a 
large fancy hotel, ate dinner (it was supper in Brazil) at a 
rather exquisite and expensive restaurant and we attended a 


movie theater. The movie was "Porgy and Bess". Mrs. 
Shearer had us check ourselves in and out of the hotel. We 
ordered our own dinner and paid for it and we purchased our 
own theater tickets. We also paid our hotel bill. 


I considered this one of the most valuable learning ex- 


periences of my youth. I had never been out of town over 
might.: I had never stayed at a hotel and I had never eaten 
in a "real" restaurant, just the fast food diners here lo- 
cally. But I did not even realize I was learning because I 


was having so much fun. 


Our leader had a purpose for everything. This initial trip 
was hopefully to prepare us for a longer trip she had in 
mind. Mrs. Shearer wanted to take us for a four week tour 


of Europe. 
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We and our families worked for three years to try to finance 


this trip. We sold pencils that had written on them, 
‘Europe “Ome Bust”: We handed out ads for merchants doar to 
door. We sold any number of items such as candy and wrap- 


Ping paper and the summer between our Junior and Senior year 
in school we ran the concession stand at Forest Park. 


We even sang, free of charge, for and to various organiza- 
tions, at nursing homes, hospitals, sororities, etc. Any 
donations were gladly accepted. We held ice cream socials, 
chili suppers, chicken dinners, and sold various other meals 
in an attempt to make the money. We also made and sold 
Christmas decorations. 


However it was not to be. We did not make enough money to 
get to Europe. Our leader was not one to get easily dis- 
pirited. After checking out our finances and time left un- 
til graduation; Mrs. Shearer suggested we change our plans 
and settle for a shorter trip. She convinced us it would be 
as much or more fun and we would learn about things we were 
probably more interested in. Instead of seeing parts of 
Europe we would see parts of America. 


So in the summer of 1962; I believe it was July, with my 
Senior Girl Scout Troop, I spent two weeks traveling by 
train to see America, our destination was the Seattle 
World’s Fair. We stopped at Yellowstone Park for a couple 
days. The scenery was beautiful. The mountains were 
awesome. While most people think mountains are beautiful, I 
had a strangely different reaction. I felt closed in and 
isolated. You had to look straight up to see the sky. It 
was an interesting experience that I am glad I had but I 
have never been drawn back to the mountains. 


Then we went to the Seattle World’s Fair in Seattle; 
Washington. We saw the usual popular exhibits and went up 
in the Space Needle. It was all very exciting. A book 
could be written on this experience but it would = probably 
only be of interest to those of us who lived it. 
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After leaving Seattle, we set sail on a ship (I called ita 
boat and was corrected that anything that big was a ship) 
and in fours hours we were in Canada. Canada is not 
America; I realize, but we felt since we were so close we 
should visit our friendliest neighbors. It was beautiful. 
It looked like the buildings of England had been put in 
Southern, Indiana during the fall season. (They also had a 


gorgeous red-headed taxi driver!) 


We stayed in Canada at a hotel that is difficult for me to 


explain. It is probably as close to a royal palace as I 
will ever see. After several days there, we went back to 
Seattle then headed for home. We spent three days getting 
there and three days back. To me, the six days on the train 
were the best part of the trip. We saw America’s backyard. 
The hills of IN and IL suddenly flattened out in Iowa and, 
of course, those hills were grain fed in Montana and grew 


into big mountains. 


The train, while not a steam engine, was like the trains of 


Old you read about. The fancy dining car could have easily 
served royalty. Most of us gained ten pounds on this trip. 
The clickity click of the wheels on the track was so peace- 
ful and comforting. At all the train stops or just passing 
through little towns, there was always someone, maybe some 
kids, who waved and smiled. It was a friendly feeling very 


pleasant. 


We spent two weeks in another world. We did not make enough 
to finance the tip to Europe but not only did the troop pay 
for this entire trip, each girl was given $100 for spending 
money. And while many of us were happy to touch the grass 
of home, I will have to say this was probably the single 
most significant educational experience of my high school 
career. It was all possible because of the Girl Scouts. 


-Submitted by Linda Messmer 


VOGO 
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1970 After three years of hard work, Senior Troop # 329 and 
Cadette Troop # 322 earned enough money to finance an 
adventure! They visited Atlanta and Savannah, GA stay- 
ing at Girl Scout Camp Timber Ridge near Atlanta. The 
girls saw the Atlanta Braves play the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, swam in the ocean, and visited Indian Creek 
campground in the Smoky Mountains. But the highlight 
of the trip was the tour of the Juliette Gordon Low 
Birthplace in Savannah and the impressive pin ceremony 
they held in her garden. 


Lost Creek Girl Scout Troop # 75 made bunnies for the 
patients of Union Hospital in Terre Haute, IN. 


Troop # 44% attacked litter in Green Bees service 
project to clean up District 7, Neighborhood 2. 


Junior Troop # 39 and Almary Freeman enjoyed a weekend 
camp at Green Valley Park. The girls set up tents Mrs. 
Joan Hamrick give a lesson on camp safety and knife 
safety. A camp fire ceremony was held that evening. 
Mrs. Hamrick and Doris Grimes went on a 5 mile hike 
with the girls. Games and fortune telling were in the 
afternoon. A flag ceremony and weiner roast was held 
that evening. 


“Hosting a Christmas party for needy children was cer- 
tainly a most worthwhile project for our Cadette troop. 
The girls did all the work, planning the party right 
down to the last detail. Each girl was responsible for 
two children. The girls even arranged for transporta- 
tions which of course, involved their parents. 
Suitable gifts were provided by the scouts, who sup- 
plied refreshments and games. Santa paid the children 
a visit and it was a very touching experience to see 
the joy on the faces of the children as he called their 


names and gave them their gifts. A few tears of emo- 
tion were shed that afternoon. All who were present 
that day will always remember when the scouts really 


shared themselves and their love. 
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A service project began this year with Effingham 
County, IL Senior and Cadette troops and has been going 
strong ever since. "All Girl Scouts were involved in 
the Christmas Stocking Project. A special pattern was 
provided and the stocking were made and filled. The 
stockings are then turned over to the FISH organization 
for distribution to the needy children in our area. In 
recent years, stockings have also been given to the 
elderly. These stockings are distributed with the Food 
Boxes by the FISH volunteers." 


Former Terre Haute resident Joyce Kylander Mainschleins 
leader of Senior Troop # 69 of Oak Ridge, TN and her 
girls received the Walter Donald Ross Trophy. This 
honor is given to the "Outstanding Troop in the World 
Association of Girl Scouts and Girl Guides" for the 
community contributions over a span of several consecu- 
tive years. This was the first time a troop from the 
United States was so honored. 


Troop # 130 of St. Patrick’s School in Terre Haute were 
visited by Barbara Flint, the "Green Bee" District Ad- 
viser who spoke to them about conservation. She told 
of the different programs other troops had participated 
in to help beautify the city and give the girls some 
very good ideas for their own project. 
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1972 Girl Scouts helped raise the funds necessary to save 


the Irishman Covered Bridge by moving it from Ferree 
Road to Fowler Park in Vigo County; IN. This bridge is 
Covered Bridge Girl Scout Council’s namesake. 


Troop # 118 of Terre Haute toured the City by plane 
with the help of Brown’s Flying School. 


"Take a Giant Step" was the theme of a Council Event 
held at eight sites throughout the council. The 
program offered the opportunity for younger girls to 
know what Junior Girl Scouts is about. Junior troops 
shared their knowledge of songs, dances, and first aid, 
as well as camping skills and nature study. Special 
entertainment was enjoyed as two girls from every troop 
present participated in a Tug of War Game. Fly-up 
ceremonies were held for each troop having scouts ad- 
vancing to the next level. These were very creative 
celebrations with the symbolic bridge ranging from 
spring flowers to pine cones, from chairs to chalk 
marks on the floor. They used real Girl Scouts to form 
a bridges or they might row across a Lake in a canoe. 


Local girls who participated in the 3rd annual Wyoming 
Trek held at Ten Sleep, WY were Janet Thigpen and Susan 
Brown of Terre Hautes Julie Worland of Mattoon, = and 
Kathy Andrews of Charleston. The group camped along 
the route to Wyoming, seeing the countryside and taking 
time to tour important landmarks instead of traveling 
directly to the Scout center. 


Denise Gossett of Coles County, IL received an 
Honorable Mention Lifesaving award. This member of 
Troop # 254 saved the life of a five year old in the 
Charleston pool. 


Troops # 303 & # 75 spent five days in Washington, DC 
staying at Rockwood National Girl Scout Camp in 
Maryland. 


Plans were announced in April for the Covered Bridge 
Girl Scout Headquarters to be built on property at 
Fairbanks Park. The site is the property concerned in 
a 99 year lease agreement between the Council and the 
City Park Board. Terms are $1.00 per year. 


28 


1974 


1976 


w77 


Girl Scouting is open for the first time to first grade 
girls. 


Jo Mueller, the leader of two troops, was one of the 
first volunteer trainers. She is one of the few of the 
original group to still be a trainer. This is the same 
scout who in 1951 as a Senior Scout in Logansport, IN 
participated in a 1 1/2 week back packing trip in Cass 
County, carrying everything they needed. 


"The World of Girl Scouting" was held at the Wabash 
Valley Fairgrounds on April 30th. The event was born 
of a dream expressed by the girls. They wanted to be a 
part of a day in which scouts from all over Covered 
Bridge could come together and share ideas and ac- 
tivities. Some of these activities were Sewing Safety, 
Eggshell Gardens, Personal Grooming; and Recycling. 
Over 3,500 girls from 150 troops were able to par- 
ticipate in the realization of their dream. 
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1986 


"Girl Scout Galaxy 782" was held April 24 at the Wabash 
Valley Fairgrounds for over 3,500 girls from 175 troops 


in the Covered Bridge’s jurisdiction. Troops had 
booths or/areas for many activities in the five Worlds 
of Scouting. _ These activities ranged from Down Home 
Dances and Voting to the World of the Handicapped and 
GALAXY “Gallup Poll". Guides for the day were Indiana 
State University Campus Scouts. The Celebration was 
not over when the day ended, however. A photograph 


taken of the Opening Flag Ceremony held that day was 
featured in the GSUSA 1986 calendar! 


Lifetime Membership for Adults is introduced. Covered 
Bridge Council registered the following members: 
Sandra Hempflings Honore Kings Leann King; Robert 


Ratcliffe, Barbara Swarthout, and Phyllis Turner. 


Covered Bridge Girl Scout Council is represented at 
GSUSA/Avon Leadership-Today and Tomorrow Conference 
held in Washington DC by Kimberly Bigham and Rita 
Spittler. 


Troop # 343 of Casey; IL branched off of Troop # 318 in 
1985 and on the first cookie campaign made a slight 
mistake. The cookies had been ordered correctly and an 
time, but had been mailed with a Christmas seal from 
the American Lung Association instead of a postage 
stamp! Neighborhood product sales chairman, Chris Mel- 
cho; saved the day and the 48 cases of cookies. 


Nationally sold Girl Scout calendar featured a scene 
from Galaxy 788, a council-wide event held at the 
Wabash Valley Fairgrounds. 


September of this year the first two interest groups in 


Caseys; IL Patricia Garver is leader of group # 810 and 
Leah Stallings has group # 820. 
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Golden Eaglets 


COLE, MARY 
HAVENER, EDITH 
HEINE, DOROTHY 
KINITZ BERNICE 
LEGG, SYLVIA 


SMITH, DOROTHY MAY 


SMITH, MARY E. 


STOKER. REBECCA 


TAYLOR, MARY 


WELBORN, MARIAN 
WOOLFORD, LaVERNE 
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Curved Bar Awards 


ALMAN, SHIRLEY 
APHOFF, PATRICIA 
ANNAKIN, VIRGINIA 
ARMSTRONG, PATRICIA 
BABER, SHARON 
BAUER, BARBARA 
BRIGHT, JUDITH 
BRINK, DELORIS 
BRUMMETT, JANE 
BUCK, MARY ANN 
BURGET,; MARY 

COX, ELLEN 
CRAWFORD, PEG 
DAWER,; BARBARA 
DICKERSON; KAY 
DOLAN, THERESA 
DOUGLAS, HEATHER 
ELLER; HANNAH 
ELLINGSWORTH, JACQUELINE 
ELLIOTT, KAY 
ENGLISH, JOY 
FORSYTHE, PHILLIS 
FROEB, JAN 
GAMBILL, MARILYN 
GENTRY, SUZANNE 
HARTTER, HILLARY 
HAVENS, MARILYN 
HAYWORTH, MARY 
HAZER, SHIRLEY 
HOLLINGSWORTH; CAROL 
HUBEETTESSBAT 


Se 


JILES, MARILYN 
JONES, MARGARET LOU 
JUNKER, GAIL 

KELSO, BARBARA 
LANGLEY, BETTIE 
LEACHMAN, BETTY 
LEWIS, LENORANN 

LE TEH UWS) 
LOWE, BARBARA 
LUTHER, RITA 

MACE, DELIGHT 
MANUEL, MARY 
McCULLOUGH, VIRGINIA 
MOODY, NORMA 
MOSTER; DELORES 
O’LEARY, MARY 
PATTERSON, LINDA 
PFLEGING, TERY 
POTHUISJE, CHARLENE 
ROBERTS, MARGIE 
ROSEBERRY, REGINA 
ROYER; JOAN 

SAUER, BERTY 
SCHABLE, ELLEN 
SEREOSSS MIMI 
SOUTH, BARBARA 
STEINHAUSER, BETTY 
TIGART, MARY ANN 
THOMPSON. KATHERINE 
WAKEMAN, DIANNA 
WALDRON, PHILLIS 
WEBREShe BEL .Y 

WITT; PHYLLIS 
WORKMAN, BILLY SUE 


0099S oy o ( is Ke Egeo KER 
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Ten Year Members 


ALLEN, LUE ANN 1.985 
ATKINSON; HEATHER 1985 
BAKER, TAMBREE 1985 
BATES, LIZ 1981 
BEST, KAREN 1981 
BIGHAM, KIMBERLY 1984 
BRANAMAN;, DENISE 1985 
CAUDILL, GINNY 1981 
CHUBB, JEANNIE 1985 
CULLISON, AMY 1985 
EBINGER,; WENDY 1981 
FORESTER; KAREN F981 
GASKIN, JENNIFER 1984 
GABEY, LOREE 1984 
GARDNER, MELISSA 1985 
GRAY, PENNY 1983 
GREEN, JULIA 1983 
HATHAWAY, SANDY Pog5s 
HERRICK, SUZANNA 1981 
HOLT, PATTY 1981 
JOHNSON, CHRISCELLE 1985 
KIMPLING, BONNIE 1986 
LIGHUEE, EEE ETTA 12803 
LOWE, MELISSA 1981 
MARSHALL, SHELLEY 11985 
MUELLER, MARIE 1981 
MULLENIX;s SALLY 1986 
PARKER, SHERI 1984 
PITTS, JERRI 1986 
QUIVEY, JAN 1981 
REA, SHELLY 1981 
ROBINSON, APRIL 1986 
ROBINSON, CHRISY 1985 
ROHWEDDER, KANDI 1986 


SAUCERMAN,; SANDRA 1985 
SECHREST, JEANLYN reit 


STERN, STEPHANIE T285 
SULLIVAN, RHONDA 1984 
SUMMERVILLE, KARA 1984 
TITUS, CAROL 1983 
TURNER, STELLA 1983 
VICKERS, VALERIE 1984 
WATSON, THERESA 1988 
WHITAKER, BECKY 1986 
WIMER,; KARLA 1986 
WOODARD, BECKY 1986 
ZWICKY, JEANETTE 1981 


34 


Silver Awards 


ANDREWS, MELISSA 1986 
& APPELT, DEANA 1984 
$ ARNETT, CAROLYN 1986 
e ARNETT, KATHRYN 1986 
ə BAIRD, TERESA 1982 
e BAKER, TAMMY 1984 

BIGHAM, DEANNA 1984 
® BIGHAM, KIMBERLY 1982 
a BRANAMAN, DENISE 1984 
@ BROWN, ANGELINA 8988 
e BROWN, LORA 1986 
Ps CHUBB, JEANNIE 1984 
e COOPER, STEPHANIE 1984 

CORRELL, LORI 1986 
@ Í DUGGER, MELYNDA 1984 
® FRANKLIN, TONI 1986 
5] GABEY, LOREE 1983 
B GARDNER, MELISSA 1984 
e GARRISON, JULIA 1986 
e GIVEN, JENNIFER 1984 
e GOINS, BRENDA 1981 

GRAY, PENNY 1981 
& GREEN, TERESA 1986 
@ GREGORY, MELYNDA 1986 
& HANEY, KRIS 1986 
è HARDER, MICHELLE 1984 
e JUNKER, MICHELLE 1984 
® 
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KEATON, SUE ELLEN 
KIMPLING, BONNIE 
KRITZER, GILLIAN 
LEWIS, BONNIE 
LIGHTLE, LEE ETTA 
MARSHALL, SHELLEY 
MOORE, KELLY 
NEESE, LUCINDA 


NEWGENT, ROSE MARIE 


NOEL, SAMANTHA 
NOTTER, SANDRA 
PALMER, SHANNON 
PLCS; JERRIHISUE 
RICKETTS, KATHY 
RITTMAN, ANGELA 
ROBBINS, CHARETTA 
ROBINSON, APRIL 
ROBINSON, AUGUST 
ROBINSON, AUTUMN 
ROHWEDDER, KANDI 
ROOKS, ALYSA 


SCHLATTER, ANNETTE 


STERN, STEPHANIE 
STITES, MARY 
TACKETT, KRISTI 
VICKERS, VALERIE 
WATSON, THERESA 
WHITAKER, REBECCA 
WIMER, KARLA 
WOODARD, REBECCA 
WRIGHT, AMANDA 
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1986 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1983 
1983 
1986 
1986 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1986 
1985 
1986 
1986 
1986 
1986 
1984 
1985 
1984 
1983 
1985 
1985 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1986 
1983 
1982 


Gold Awards 


BIGHAM, KIMBERLY Greencastle, IN 1983 
BRANAMAN, DENISE Terre Haute, IN 1986 
GABEY, LOREE Terre Haute, IN 1985 
GRAY, PENNY Cloverdale, IN 1983 
HERRICK, SUZANNE Rockville, IN 1981 
LEIBACHER, MICHAEL Bloomfield, IN 1982 
LIGHTLE, LEE ETTA Rockville, IN 1986 
MARSHALL, SHELLEY Hillsdale, IN 1985 
MUELLER, MARIE Rockville, IN 1981 
ROHWEDDER, KANDI Teutopolis, IL 1986 
TITUS, CAROL Bloomfield, IN 198% 
WHITE, MARY Mattoon, IL 1982 
WOODARD, REBECCA Hillsdale, IN 1985 
WRIGHT, AMANDA Coatesville; IN 1983 


The Girl Scout Promise 
On my honor, I will try: 
To serve God and my country, 
To help people at all times, 
And to live by the Girl Scout Law. 
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GIRL SCOUT PROGRAM 


Key Aspects of Girl Scouting Fit Together to Form 
the Design for Girl Scout Program 


The Girl Scout Promise and Law: The Four Program Emphases: Five Worlds of Interest: 
The Foundation of Girl Scouting Our Goals for Girls Activity Areas 


Developing 
Self 
Potential 


Worlds 
of 
Interest 


i ; Relating 
Contributing to 
to Society Others 


World of 
Today and Tomorrow 


Developing 
Values 


NA-WA-KWA 


Girl Scout Camp 
<A Fairy Land For Girls” 


The Conley Lodge 


By Ed Conley 


NON-MANUFACTURING 


James Ed Conley 


James Ed Conley's life can be told through the number of lives he has touched. He 
has provided jobs for more than 5,700 paper carriers through his ownership of the Vigo 
News Agency. He learned that the girls of Miss Softball America had no playing field: 
now each summer night eight softball teams, 120 girls, play on their own field. 16,000 
young women have learned to play softball through MSA. 


He learned that the Girl Scouts had no camp. Camp Na-Wa-Kwa was built of concrete 
and brick "so the girls would never be neglected anymore and would always have a 
camp to go to.” To date, more than 31,000 Girl Scouts have enjoyed camping at 
Camp Na-Wa-Kwa. Conley formed the first Cub Scout troop in Terre Haute. Now there 
are more than 1,400 troops in the Wabash Valley. 


Conley created Beacon School of the Valley which has evolved into the Children's 
Learning Center of Hamilton Center. In 55 years he has not missed the Optimist Club 
Auction to clothe needy children. The auction has clothed more than 61,000 children 
since 1934. 


The Girl Scouts have bestowed upon him their highest award, The Gold Clover Leaf 
and the Gold Certificate. Mr. Conley was one of only ten persons in Indiana to receive 
the Jefferson Award. 


Preface 
Camp Na Wa Kwa is really a fairyland for the Girl Scouts. 


Some have never taken a quiet talk through the woods and seen a 
wild deer, wild flowers of all kinds, a spider spinning its web, 
a wild canary, a forest full of trees. They can experience all 
these sights and more at Camp Na Wa Kwa. 


Some have never seen flying squirrels, snakes, turtles, raccoons 
and chipmunks. They can fish to their hearts content, learn to 
swim, paddle canoes and ride horses. I urge you to see and do 
all these things at Camp Na Wa Kwa. 


Girl Scout Promise 


"On my honor, I will try to serve GOD, my country and mankind, 
and to live by the Girl Scout Law." 


The Girl Scout Law 


I will do my best: to be honest, to be fair, to help where I am 
needed, to be cheerful, to be friendly and considerate, to be a 
sister to every Girl Scout, to respect authority, to use 
resources wisely, to protect and improve the world around me, to 
show respect for myself and others through my words and actions. 


The Promise and Law you swore to in becoming a Girl Scout. 


Your parents and leaders, as well as the general public, expect 
you to abide by these. 


The reasons above are why you have the best Girl Scout Camp in 
the country. The more you learn at camp the better qualified you 
will be to achieve the Law and Promise. 


This little book is dedicated to Kathleen Conley who was the 
inspiration for building Camp Na-Wa-Kwa. 


Na-Wa-Kwa is the Indian word for "Under The Trees." 


This is the story of what can be accomplished by a group of 
public spirited citizens when they actually see the need for such 
a thing as a Girl Scout Camp. Congratulations must be extended 
to the Terre Haute Noon Optimist Club, trade unions, The Girl 
Scouts, Colonel Kermit Cockran, executive director of the Girl 
Scouts at that time, Girl Scout leaders, Board of Directors, Guy 
Stantz, Ed Conley and to the other fine organizations who donated 
their time, equipment and money to make this dream of the Terre 
Haute and Vicinity Girl Scouts come true..... 


To begin our story we have to go back to the year 1945. At that 
time the C&EI Railroad had a small train of five cars, called the 
Whippoorwill, that left Evansville, Indiana for Chicago, Illinois 
every day. It made the trip in five hours, which was fast in 
those days. Instead of driving, everybody took the train. 


Guy Stantz rode it to Chicago on business in 1945. He was the 
principal of Gerstmeyer High School. Entering the dining car, to 
his surprise he ran into some old friends Mr. and Mrs. Ben 
Blumberg. Her name was Fannie. Remember that as she played an 
important part in this endeavor. Guy sat down with them for 
lunch and they started talking about Terre Haute. Guy, who had 
helped with the Boy Scout Camp Krietenstein, mentioned the fact 
that the Girl Scouts had no land for a camp. Fannie piped in and 
stated, "Ben and I will buy some land for them, won’t we Ben?" 
He couldn’t say no so he said "We sure will." Ben said for Guy 
to find a suitable location and they would have their attorney go 
over the deed and buy the land for the Girl Scouts. 


Mr. Stantz, highly elated, came back to Terre Haute and searched 
and searched until he found 130 acres just south of Poland, 
Indiana. A creek running through it made it possible a dam would 
be needed, and lots and lots of trees made it the ideal place. 
Real estate being cheap in those days, the cost was around 
$2500.00. Ben and Fannie gave Mr. Stantz the check without even 
going to see the place. That was understandable, as they were 
rather old and knew they could trust Guy. 


We had an open house and received the deed from Mr. Stantz for 
the Girl Scouts. A drive was started to raise funds but failed 
as that was right after World War II and people did not have much 
money. 


The first building at Camp Na-Wa-Kwa was a wooden shower house 
which was built with a $2000.00 donation from the Downtown 
Kiwanis Club. This included a deep well to supply it and a 
shelter in the Indian Unit. Water was checked out by the Terre 
Haute Water Works at that time and found to be pure. The well is 
still being used and is still supplying the camp today. of 
course some improvements have been made. 


No effort was made to secure more money and the camp lay dormant 
for five or six years after that. Again the Girl Scouts were a 
forgotten group. 


In 1951 Kathleen Conley (who was 8 and a Brownie Scout) along 
with her Father, Mother and members of her family went on a 
picnic at Na-Wa-Kwa, thinking there would be picnic tables, a 
place to roast marshmallows and hot dogs and were surprised to 
find neither. We gathered stones, made our own fireplace, had a 
ball. Our first meal there was really sumptuous as we had the 
130 acres all to ourselves. 


Kathleen grew a little more to age 12, still in scouting, going 
to Sarah Scott School. Her Girl Scout Leader at that time was 
Jeanette Stracham, a teacher at the school. The Scouts then had 
camp outs and plans were made to go to Na-Wa-Kwa to camp over the 
week end. That was in 1953, around March the tenth. Jeanette 
came into my Newspaper Office, the Vigo News Agency, and asked 
for two bundles of old newspapers. Of course my question was 
"What do you want old newspapers for?" She remarked "For the 
Girl Scouts to sleep on at Camp." Then my curiosity got the best 
of me and I asked, "Why don’t the girls sleep in the cabins?" 
Jeanette asked "What cabins?" I then said, "They were going to 
build the Girl Scouts a camp six years ago and you mean they 
don’t have the first cabin or building?" She said "No, they are 
waiting on a business man like yourself to head up a campaign, 


raise the money and build the camp." Right away I tried to give 
her the old run around. She stated "That’s the trouble, no one 
wants to do anything for the girls." This really hurt so I said 
I would think it over. The next day Colonel Cochran, the 


Executive Director of the Girl Scouts at that time, came over 
urging me to try. She said the Girl Scouts, Leaders and Board of 
Directors would help. I told her that if I could secure the help 
of the Noon Optimist Club I would try. 


I had to take the matter up on the floor of the Club, then the 
Board of Directors. We had 101 members at that time, and half 
were for and half against. The Club thought $100,000.00 was too 
big an effort, but I kept needling them that no one wanted to do 
anything for the girls, that we always did things for the boys, 
and it was time for the girls to get a break. The more I tried 
the more determined I was. Finally it came to a vote of the 
entire club - 54 voted for it and 47 against. This was after 7 
meetings pertaining to this giant venture. 


It was along about this time the following episode took place. 
This really put the "icing on the cake" as the old saying goes. 
I was watching television one evening around 9:00 PM right after 
that camp out I told you about. I heard a scream from the 
bathroom by Katie, the name we called Kathleen. I dashed 
upstairs as quickly as I could and Katie yelled "something 
crawling on my back, get it off." I grabbed a kleenex and picked 
a big fat tick off her, flushed it down the toilet as fast as I 
could, then had her mother ("Granny" as you know her at camp 


today as she has worked there for years during the summer months) 
check her hair for more ticks. When this episode was all over I 
asked Katie if she would like for Dad to try to build the camp 
for the girls. Of course she insisted. Without this happening 
the Girl Scouts would probably not have a camp, even today. 


A night the people will never forget here in Terre Haute: I, as 
General Chairman of the building campaign suggested to the Board 
of Directors and Girl Scout leaders that a parade would help us a 
lot in securing money. They agreed. Mayor Ralph Tucker, being a 
member of the Noon Optimist Club at the time, gave us a permit to 
have the parade. The date was set for a Monday night when all 
the stores were open until 9:00 PM. 


All senior Scout troops were to build floats or get them some 
way, which they did. All Girl Scouts with the help of their 
leaders made signs "We need a Girl Scout Camp," "Help the Girl 
Scouts have a camp of their own," "I want to go to camp, but I 
don’t have one," and so on. We had a color guard first, then a 
band, then a float, then some of the 1500 girls marching with 
signs like above, then more bands and floats, all pertaining to 
the fact girls like to go camping too. It was really something 
to see, mostly all done by the girls. There were no shopping 
centers at that time, just the downtown. The parade took one 
hour, starting at 7:30 PM. We tied up traffic for three blocks 
north and south of Wabash Avenue from 3rd Street to 13th Street. 
Mayor Tucker received letters of complaint from at least a 
hundred people and organizations as the stores did no business 
that night. Even the Chamber of Commerce wrote the Mayor. He 
stated at the next Noon Optimist Club meeting "Never again will I 
permit a parade on a night the stores are open." The Girl Scouts 
really shook them up. Money started rolling in after that. The 
5’s and 10’s really helped the camp fund a lot. 


During that month of April all senior Girl Scout troops were to 
raise $100.00 each by bake sales or any way they could. We had 7 
senior troops at that time and they came through 100%. 


While the seniors were raising money so were all the other troops 
in Vigo County. Some of the little Brownie troops beat the 
Seniors. 


I never will forget some of the fine Noon Optimist Club members 
who assisted me during the entire month of April 1953, the month 
they turned the Club over to me for a fund drive. We met on 
Wednesday noons then. Bob Coates, head of the Kerman Grotto, Sam 
Fine, Weir Dick Kirk, who was President of the Club at that time 
and Clyde Rice who was President in 1954. Kermit Cochran, 
Executive Director of the Girl Scouts, and I addressed all the 
service clubs, labor unions, PTA’s, sororities, and Womens 
Department Club. The radio, television and newspapers gave us 
all the publicity we asked for. I formed committees of five from 
our club to go out and raise money for the girls. Our treasurer 


was Charley Blanford who kept us up to date every Wednesday noon 
on money raised. 


Some of our large contributors were; Noon Optimist $1,000, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harvey Froderman $1,000, Womens Department Club $1,000, 
and Beta Sigma Phi sororities 19 chapters who held a style show 
bridge in the Mayflower Room of the Terre Haute House raising 
over $1,000. We received donations from various other businesses 
and industries and people too numerous to mention here. This 
kind of money really fired us up. By the end of April 1953 we 
had our $100,000.00 in cash, building materials and free labor. 


One story. One of the many I thought might interest you is that 
I addressed the Downtown Kiwanis in the Mayflower Room one 
Thursday noon about the girls’ need for a camp. After the 
meeting Charlie Newlin of the Newlin Johnson Real Estate Company 
approached me and asked if we would like to have a two story 
duplex at 819 and 821 Poplar where the K of C is located now. Of 
course I said yes as I knew we could use all the materials at 
camp. He then suggested I contact Virgil Morris, business agent 
of the Common Laborers Union and see if they would tear it down 


for us. I did that and two weeks later the men who volunteered 
started wrecking the old brick duplex. I had, of course, 
contacted Bill Coakley, business agent for the Teamsters. They 


borrowed 22 dump trucks, a teamster driving each one, working 
free of course. By the way, we fed the union men every Saturday 
noon at a small restaurant at 19 South 9th - a chicken dinner. 
So you see by "hook or crook" as the saying goes, we got that job 
done. 


Guy Stantz, our building chairman, stayed at camp and had the old 
bricks, lumber and plumbing dumped in the proper place. All the 
lumber had to have the nails pulled from it, bricks had to have 
the mortar cleaned off them and all the old plumbing pipes 
stacked. The Vigo News Agency carrier boys, Noon Optimist Club 
members and their wives, Senior Girl Scouts, my neighbors, Mr. & 
Mrs. Paul Van Arsdale, the Kenneth Bergherms, the Carl Ellers and 
my family, Jimmie, Alan, Joe, Katie and of course my wife 
Catherine (who swings a mean hammer) started doing this work 
every weekend. Most of the materials were used in building Camp 
Na-Wa-Kwa. Of course you don’t see them, as for instance, all 
the old plumbing pipes are being walked on every summer by the 
120 girls every day during camping season. They are buried in 
the concrete floor of the lodge to keep it from cracking. So far 
after 32 years, they have served their purpose. 


We were really ready to start building the camp the last of May. 
During that month Mr. Stantz had a heart attack and stated he 
couldn’t help me anymore. I pursuaded him to just drive to camp, 
sit in his auto and tell the men where to unload the materials as 
I sent them out, and supervise the building of the lodge. This 
he agreed to do. REMC came out first and set the light poles and 
proper transformers for us. Pete Varda of Varda Electric 
Company, a member of the Optimist Club, did all the wiring and 


set all the plugs for outlets. He stayed with us during the 
entire building of Na-Wa-Kwa. 


Bob Marts, one of my carrier boys, was to help us set the outside 
toilet by the Indian unit back on its foundation. Halloween 
vandals had turned it over. Bob, weighing 225 pounds and strong 
as an ox, as the saying goes, along with myself and other 
carriers, surrounded the toilet and started to raise it when a 
five foot black snake crawled between Bob’s legs. Being sort of 
mentally retarded, he dropped his end right now and ran for the 
hill. The black snake crawled away through the high weeds. All 
of us laughed and I did my best to get Bob to come back and help 
us, but no way was he going to get near that back house any more. 
I even offered him a dollar, which was a lot of money in those 
times, but to no avail. 


The board of directors of the Girl Scouts along about this time 
insisted the lodge be built of logs so it would look rustic. I 
stated "No, it should be built of brick and concrete so it would 
last 100 years, as perhaps no one would help the girls again." 
After several board meetings they stated I could try. I knew 
that the Boy Scout Camp Krietenstein was built of logs and they 
had problems every year with termites, mice and other creatures, 
and our lodge just had to be built so Girl Scouts would have no 
problems. 


Guy Stantz and I determined where the lake should be and had a 
contractor come out the 22 miles to camp to give us an estimated 
price. Would you believe that he wanted $5700.00 to do the job? 
Guy inquired around Poland, Indiana to see if he could find a 
farmer or some one with a back hoe to do the job. He found one, 
a Mr. Zigler. I went with him one evening and the farmer agreed 
to build us a dam that would last for 100 years for $1500.00. We 
had no paper to draw up an agreement so I looked around and found 
an old brown paper sack in the barn yard, picked it up, and using 
Mr. Stantz’s pen, I wrote up an agreement, the farmer signed it 
and Mr. Stantz and I witnessed same. I asked him if he wanted 
the money now or part of it. He stated "No, not until I get the 
job done and you are satisfied." We were happy about that as we 
knew he had to cut down large trees and clean out all the dead 
trees and brush. 


By this time it was time to build the foundations of all the 
buildings. Talk about a hard job; Clay County is all really 
clay, very hard to dig. With donated picks, shovels and spades 
we went to work every week end, the Noon Optimists, Sam Fine’s 
family, Senior Scouts, all my neighbors and friends. We used all 
the old lumber to make forms after the ditches were dug. It was 
during the digging time that Ranger Joe, 12 at that time, found a 
3 foot long green garden snake, picked it up and chased all the 
girls all over the working area until his Dad made him stop we we 
could continue work. During the digging time, the temperature 
was around ninety five degrees. After we finished the day, Sam 
Fine would go to our one faucet and put his head under to cool 


off, then grab a large can and douse all of us with cold, cold 
water. So you see we had a good time working for the thousands 
of girls we knew would have the opportunity to enjoy camp. 


Now we were ready to pour the concrete for all the buildings. I 
called Charlie O’Leary at Terre Haute Concrete Supply and 
explained our situation as I wanted it poured on a Saturday. He 
said it was impossible to get his engineers or the teamsters to 
work on a Saturday. He stated "If you can get them to work, I 
will sell you the concrete for $2.50 a yard, and furnish the 
trucks and gasoline." That was a 44 mile round trip for each of 
the trucks. He thought I couldn’t do it and felt perfectly safe, 
as concrete was selling for $5.50 a yard at that time. I called 
Duke Soucie, business manager of the engineers, a good friend of 
mine. Duke said "You’re darned right they will work, Ed." I 
then called Bill Coakley, business manager of the teamsters, told 
him of the idea (I knew he would do it as he was an old paper 


carrier of mine). He asked then how many men I would need. I 
told him just the ones that worked for Terre Haute Concrete. He 
said "They’ll all be there next Saturday at 8 AM." I called 


Charlie back and stated all union men would work next Saturday. 
He was shocked but said "OK" he would be at the plant Saturday. 
We had 150 union men working that day. They drank 12 cases of 
beer, then for lunch I took them over on Eel River to a camp for 
all the chicken and corn on the cob they could eat and then back 
on the job until dark. The men poured and smoothed 153 yards of 
concrete that day. 


The 150 union men were engineers, teamsters, painters, 
bricklayers, electricians, common laborers, etc. The Noon 
Optimist Club had 15 to 20 of their members there to help where 
they could and of course Mr. Stantz and Col. Cochran and some of 
the board. I never will forget the looks on their faces at such 
action for the Girl Scouts. As the bricks were layed and 
concrete poured, Jim Varda of Varda Electric, and a Noon Optimist 
Club member, was there with his men putting in the electric 
outlets. 


Work progressed along fine after that day. The lake started 
filling with water. One Saturday, Bob Coates PP Chairman, 
pursuaded the conservation department of Vigo County to come out 
with 4 tubs of fingerlings, as they called them, really baby 
fish. The lake to this day has plenty of fish. 


God was truly with us that summer; every day we could do some 
work. The weather was very nice and hot. REMC had all the 20 
light poles and transformers installed. Along about this time, 
thought was given to a care-taker’s house. We did not have 
enough money left to build a beautiful home for him so I went to 
Ward’s Department Store. One of their employees, who belonged to 
the club, talked to the manager and he suggested we buy a pre- 
fabricated house and he would have the Ward’s installers come out 
and put it up for us free of charge. So we had our house for him 
at a cost of $2,000.00, windows, doors and all the hardware to go 


with it. At first we had no water in the house so Mr. Stantz had 
a well digger from Poland come out and drill a well for us. It 
cost $100.00 including the pump. The well was used for 10 years 
after that, until we could get more money from the cookie sale 
profit to lay a water line from the main well near the lodge. 


What’s a Girl Scout Camp without a flag pole instead of the old 
tree that had been used? Back in those days there was no cable 
TV but there were TVs which had to have a tall antenna to get a 
station, so a tall TV pole was altered so it could be let down 
and painted year after year. That cost $120.00 installed. Mind 
you all these prices are wholesale. Everything had to be hauled 
out to camp, a distance of 22 miles from Terre Haute then the 22 
miles back, a total of 44 miles for every one who helped, time 
after time. 


As I remember the first plot of ground was 130 acres. The acres 
north of the church we did not own. Mr. Stantz and I heard large 
trucks roar into that woods, consisting of 30 acres at least. 
Some of the large trees were one or two hundred years old so we 
investigated the noise and found the men cutting down the large 
trees, hauling them to Spencer, Indiana to a clothes pin factory. 
Clothes pins were made of wood in those days, before electric 
dryers and such. All house wives hung the clothes out on a line 
to dry, using the clothes pins to hold them. We just could not 
see the trees go that the Girl Scouts needed so badly. Mr. 
Stantz then checked around in Poland as to who owned the woods. 
He easily found the owner and after talking over same with the 
farmer, he agreed to stop selling the trees, agreed on a price 
for that acreage. Again we approached Ben and Fannie Blumberg 
and they stated "Pick up the abstract, bring it in, we’ll have 
our attorney bring it up to date and buy it for the Girl Scouts," 
so then we were supposed to own what is called a tract of land. 
Since 1954 the farmers have seen the work of the Girl Scout 
organization and have donated us more land so now the Girl Scouts 
own 259 acres. 


Now back to the building of the lodge. One Saturday morning we 
had our second parade, this time at 8:00 AM with no objections 
from the city officials. On this day with a police escort of two 
motor cycles, police and two squad cars, five trucks, donated of 
course, loaded with 22,000 bricks, driven by union teamsters, 
Noon Optimist autos, Girl Scout Board autos we were on our way to 
Camp, honking horns and just having a ball. The bricks were 
purchased for 1-1/2 cents each from West Terre Haute Vitrified 
Brick Factory. Regular wholesale price was 3-1/2 cents at that 
time. The brick factory loaded the trucks and sold them below 
cost. The sirens made everybody stop and look, no matter what 
they were doing. We had lots of stores along Wabash Avenue at 
that time, and everybody was going to work as the stores opened 
at 9:00 AM. 


Knowing we had to get the girls in for their three meals a day in 
the lodge, especially the pioneers who were way out in the 


woods.....I had my eye on a bell, week after week as I made the 
trip. I could just imagine the sound of that bell and just had 
to have it for the girls. One Sunday afternoon I was hauling 
materials in a truck from Powell Stephenson Lumber Company, who 
loaned it to me every weekend plus lots and lots of donated 
materials. Senior Girl Scouts were riding on the back of the 
truck. I stopped at Stearleyville, (what was left of it), three 
houses and one was a parsonage occupied by a Methodist minister. 
The parsonage was empty as the church had burned down and there 
was no need for a minister. I inquired of a neighbor as to how I 
could go about getting the bell for the Girl Scouts. The 
minister’s wife was still alive and well in Brazil, Indiana. She 
said, "The bell is just gathering rust where it is, take it." I 
explained that we wanted it for the Girl Scout Camp, to call them 
for meals and that it would be used the next 100 years for such. 
She said "Thank God, we loved that old bell, it served us well 
for years until our church burned down." She then told me it was 
cast in Pennsylvania for a Methodist Church there, then moved to 
Kentucky for another church and then finally to Stearleyville. 
Now Stearleyville is gone, but the memory of it will go on and on 
through the BELL. 


That Sunday I told the senior girls we were to haul the bell out 
to camp. I teased them and told them all to surround the bell to 
lift it up on the truck. They tugged, lifted, grunted and 
couldn’t lift it, as it weighed 550 pounds. I explained to Mr. 
Stantz that the girls could not lift it, so after Guy had the 
pedestal made I had a wrecker at 25th and Poplar go get it and 
haul it to camp. I don’t remember his name, but after asking him 
how much, he said "Not a dime." So you see all one has to do to 
get things for the Girl Scouts is ask..... 


All wood used at camp, exposed to the weather, was oil treated, 
such as the Directors cabin, infirmary, counselors’ cabins and 
all the others in the woods so they would last for years. You 
can’t see any of the old wood from the duplex as we used most of 
it for the concrete forms. The scraps we used for firewood near 
the end of the fall season of 1953 as we worked right up through 
October and November and it became very cold. 


Well the camp was finished by the end of the year 1953 but we had 
no equipment. We needed 120 cots, 120 mattresses, 240 blankets, 
120 pillows, 120 knives, forks and spoons, stoves, refrigerators, 
large cooking utensils and a large walk-in cooler. Emergency 
board meetings were held on what to do as these items would cost 
us another $100,000.00. I left out tables for the lodge, desks 
and tables for the counselors’ cabins, many other items too 
numerous to mention here. I had heard that there was a 
tremendous amount of Army surplus, as World War Two had just 
ended in 1945, and told the board to leave it up to me. First I 
called John Myers. He stated the Girl Scouts were eligible to 
receive all we needed through them and wrote me to call a U.S. 
Army General in Chicago, who was in charge of surplus. This I 
did, only I included mosquito netting. He stated he would write 


the Staff Sergeant at Jeffersonville, Indiana, quarter master 
department, and tell him we would be down to pick out the items 
we wanted. 


One week day Mrs. Johnson, President of the Council of Girl 
Scouts, Col. Kermit Cochran, executive of the Scouts at that 
time, Mr. Stantz and I drove down the 161 miles to 
Jeffersonville. They were waiting for us. The good sergeant had 
red tags in hand and tagged everything we chose. We secured 
several refrigerators and all the other items listed above. We 
needed two semi-trucks to haul them to Terre Haute. The Green 
Line on Friday sent two semi’s and two drivers down to load 
everything up so they would be ready to roll early next morning. 


The trucks arrived at camp Saturday at 8:00 A.M. I had a troop 
of Senior Scouts there, the Girl Scout board, and Noon Optimist 
Club members to help unload all this wonderful equipment and 
place it in the proper places so everything would be ready for 
camp, come spring. Some of the large cooking equipment we are 
still using as well as many other items. I never will forget - 
we secured enough mosquito netting to last us ten years. Since 
this was an after-thought I was very happy I had thought of it. 


July the 6th, 1954 was a "Red Letter Day" for the Girl Scouts as 
that was the first day of camp for 120 Scouts. Our dedication of 
the camp was held that day in 100 degree temperature. Marietta 
Sand and Gravel Company had put tons and tons of white sand on 
the beach at the boat dock, an ideal place for the dedication 


ceremonies and for the girls to go swimming. We used the lake 
for that purpose until enough money was raised through the cookie 
sale, year after year, to build the swimming pool. Back to the 


dedication ceremonies. The state and rostrum were set up on the 
edge of the lake so people could sit on the hill from the lodge 
to the lake. Attendance was close to a thousand scouts, their 
parents and friends. 


We held the third parade at the camp. The Kerman Grotto drum and 
bugle corp along with their color guard led the parade with all 
Scouts and people behind them, to the flag pole. All stood at 
attention until the colors were raised on our new flag pole and 
the National Anthem was played. 


Pete Froede of Froede Trailer Sales, an Optimist, had loaned us a 
trailer and all the Grotto men put their instruments in it. 


Our honored guests were Lt. Governor Crawford Parker, Mayor Ralph 
Tucker, George Brown from Indianapolis, past Optimist 
International President, and many others too numerous to mention 
here other than several National Officers of the Girl Scouts. 
All made addresses to the crowd and Scouts. 


The Camp will be 36 years old this July the 6th, 1990. Thousands 
of girls, counselors and other adults have enjoyed a stay here. 
Thousands more will use it for years to come. 


Camp Na-Wa-Kwa would perhaps never have been built if Jeanette 
had not come into my office for two bundles of old newspapers, 
Colonel Kermit Cochran pleading with me to try, Kathleen Conley 
screaming from the bathtub with a tick crawling down her back and 
the Terre Haute Noon Optimist Club turning over their meetings to 
me for the month of April 1953 for the drive for materials, money 
and union labor. Of course none of this would have happened 
without GOD’s help. 


Just recently a new pole barn was constructed to store all the 
equipment used at camp such as tractors, mowers, etc. Before 
this they all sat out in the open and rusted away. New tractors, 
mowers and chain saws have been purchased now. 


Six years ago Ranger Joe Conley constructed a rope trail through 
the trees, really something to see, the girls swinging through 
the trees. This is really the talk of the camp. All girls want 
to take it. Those who succeed get a tee shirt as it is very 
difficult to do. Most who try are the older scouts. Some fail 
to make it and try, try again. 


Since we have horses now quite a distance from camp, plans are 
being made to have our own horse barn. Yes, something I never 
dreamed would take place; all scouts are urged to learn how to 
ride, curry and take care of the horses including feeding then. 


The new swimming pool is a blessing, as before the girls would 
learn to swim in the lake for the first 20 years. Every once in 
a while one of the Scouts in the water would yell "Ouch" and run 
from the lake with little red spots on her legs stating a little 
fish had bitten then. Sure enough the little crappies and sun 
fish were nibbling at them. It kept the nurse and infirmary busy 
rubbing alcohol on their legs. It was because of this, money was 
used for the swimming pool. 


GOD is still with us and as the need arises he helps us influence 
people for the money to do the things necessary to keep it the 
BEST GIRL SCOUT CAMP IN THE COUNTRY. GOD BLESS AMERICA. 


In conclusion, the way Uncle Ed has lived: 


Today is mine, it is unique, 
nobody in the world has one just like it. 
It holds the sum of all my past experiences 
and all my future potential. 
I can fill it with joyous moments or ruin it 
with fruitless worries. 

If painful recollections of the past come 
into my mind, or frightening thoughts of the 
future, 

I can put them away. 

THEY CANNOT SPOIL THE DAY FOR ME. 
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The Covered Bridge Girl Scout Council will 
begin the observance of National Girl Scout 
Week Sunday with a month-long exhibit of 
scout uniforms at the Vigo County Historical 
Museum. The display, which dates back to the 
origin of scouting in the United States in 1912, 
includes a replica of the first camp uniform. 

Troops in each Girl Scout neighborhood are 
planning some form of celebration, such as 
suppers, song-fests, and mother-daughter 
dinners. Scouts already began delivering 
cookies this week, and extra boxes are still 
available at the headquarters, 1100 Girl Scout 
Lane. Each box of the many varieties costs 
$1.75, and $.98 stays with the local organi- 
zation. 

“Our newest project this year is the Daisy 
troops,” says Sandra Hempfling, executive 
director of the Covered Bridge Council. “This 
is scouting for girls in kindergarten or the 
grade before first grade. There have been trial 
troops elsewhere for seven or eight years. 

“We have five Daisy troops. and the re- 
sponse has been fantastic. We are working the 
bugs out this year and plan to recruit adult 
leaders and offer more Daisy troops next 
year.” 


Rita Spittler, administrative assistant at the 
local Girl Scout headquarters, also happens to 
be one of those new Daisy leaders. 

“I love working with these little girls, and 
they love it, too,” she exclaims enthusiasti- 
cally. “I have 10 youngsters at Rio Grande, and 
10 is plenty. By the time we get boots and hats 
and coats and mittens on 10 wiggly little girls, 
yes, 10 that age is plenty...” Her voice drifts 
off through a happy smile. 

“We concentrate,” Mrs. Spittler continues, 
“on education and safety and try to reinforce 
what the kindergarten teacher is doing with 
the children. We aren't taking field trips yet; 
there's plenty of scouting time for that. 

“TIl tell you one thing though. Those five- 
year-olds take everything literally. If we tell 
them to listen closely to music, they all scoot 
up closer to the tape or record player. One 
time we decorated the tops of cookies with 
frosting that we applied with paint brushes. 


The girls were afraid to eat them because we 
had used the paint brushes.” 

In assessing present trends within the 
scouting movement, Mrs. Hempfling explains 
that her organization is emphasizing services 
needed to meet the changing character of the 
American family. 

“We are making a greater effort to serve the 
daughters of working mothers and single 
parents, and as a result, we are seeing more 
troops meeting in the early evening or on 
Saturday. 

“We anticipate increasing numbers of latch- 
key children, and we want to make scouting 
available to them. Their time schedule is 
entirely different because their parents are 
not available to_provide transportation for 
meetings. 

“The recruitment of leaders has, by neces- 
sity, become much more flexible, and it has te 

be if we wish to meet the needs of both the girls 
and the leaders. There are over 1000 adults 
involved in Covered Bridge’s scouting pro- 
gram and about 4000 girls.” 

Mrs. Hempfling adds that the national Girl 
Scout organization has recently become par- 
ticularly concerned with the needs of middle 
childhood, especially fourth, fifth, and sixth 
graders. There has been extended research 
about the young child and the adolescent, but 
not much about the middle-age youngster. 
She expects focus on that age group for the 
next three years. 

That focus has already begun with a new 
uniform for Junior Girl Scouts, age nine 
through 11. It consists of a green skirt, a white 
blouse with blue and green print, and mix and 
match shirt, slacks and vest. 

Will the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts ever 
merge into one organization? Mrs. Hempfling 
advocates separate groups. 

“We considered that question at the 1975 
convention,” Mrs. Hempfling explains, “and 
the girl delegates emphasized that they 
wanted a healthy relationship with the Boy 
Scouts, but that they preferred to keep their 
own organization intact. I think that is ap- 

‘propriate because I’ve observed that young- 
sters behave quite differently when they are in 
a group with peers of the opposite sex.” 

Two troops of handicapped Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts are currently working closely to- 
gether through funding provided by the 
Breakfast Optimist Club. 


Projecting into spring, Mrs. Hempfling said 
the Council is planning an open house on May 
4 at Camp Na-Wa-Kwa, near Poland, Indiana. 
At that time there will be a dedication cere- 
mony of the new showers, a project funded by 
the Atlantic Richfield Foundation, locally the 
former Arco Company, now called Alcan. 


Cori Stanley, a sixth-grade pupil at Oua- 


bache School. would like to “have Girl Scouts 


every day. 

A Scout since third grade, she is presently a 
Junior in Troop 323. directed by Laura Doyle. 
Mrs. Doyle’s assistant is Sande Stanley, Cori's 
mother, who has also served as a Boy Scout 
leader. The troop, limited to 10 members, 
meets weekly at DeVaney School. 

“T like Scouting,” Cori explains, “because 
we have new experiences and learn how to be 
helpful. We don’t always work together as well 
as we should, but that’s part of the learning. 
The best thing so far has been the ropes course 
at Camp Na-Wa-Kwa” 

“Yes,” Mrs. Stanley adds, “scouting is an 
individual challenge, and children don’t have 
enough personal challenges these days. The 
challenge is both physical and intellectual. 

"In the ropes course, those girls are 30 feet 
in the air, and everyone is cheering them on, 
encouraging them and being supportive. The 
interaction among the girls is a real growth 
experience.” 

Cori’s troop has learned to explore caves, 
cross country ski and has camped at a Council 
site in Illinois. 

But Scouting is work, too. Cori has two 
sashes filled with 26 badges and numerous 
patches which she has earned. There are 
about 90 badges available altogether, each 
with different requirements and covering a 
wide variety of learning and service experi- 
ences. 

“Terre Haute really needs more leaders,” 
Mrs. Stanley urges. “There should be a leader 
for every five or six girls. In some schools, 
there is a long waiting list.” 

In addition to the Daisy troops, there are 
Brownies, age 6, 7, and 8; Juniors, ages 9, 10, 
and 11; Cadettes, ages 12, 13, and 14; and 
Seniors, 14, 15, 16, and 17. The membership 
fee is $3.00. 


Cori Stanley plans to advance into Cadette 
Scouting next fall and eventually become a 
Senior Girl Scout. She thinks she might even 
be a leader herself some day. She has already 
proven herself to be a super salesperson for 
Girl Scout Cookies for the past several years. 
This year she sold 125 boxes! 


The woman whom we can all thank for Girl 
Scouting was Juliette (“Daisy”) Gordon Low, 
born on October 31, 1860. Her home in 
Savannah, Georgia, is not only a national 
center for the Girl Scouts in the United States, 
but also a national historic landmark. 

She was one of six children and was a 
venturesome and resourceful child. She had 
many interests, including drawing, games, 
pets, writing, and she had a talent for organi- 
zation. While she was just a young girl, she 
initiated a group called the Helpful Hands 
Club whose members made clothes for needy 
children. 


In 1913, Mrs. Low opened a national 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., and the 
official name became Girl Scouts. ; 

Retiring from the presidency of the Girl 
Scouts in 1920, Mrs.Low concentrated on 
international guiding and served as a liaison 
between the Girl Scouts of the U.S. and Girl 
Guide organizations in Europe. 

At the time of Mrs. Low’s death in 1927, 
there were more than 140,000 representing 
every state. Today there are more than 
3,000,000 Girl Scouts. 


Happy Birthday, Girl Scouts! 


